The church a little bit out of the way, but where the Holy Ghost makes up the difference!
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2010 Year in Review
2010 was a year of many blessings for the SJC family. We celebrated a lot of miraculous things and gained
many new friends and supporters of SJC. The year began with the annual 21-Day Daniel Fast, a
corporate consecration that brought the body together through fasting, praying, and healthy eating. We
shared recipes and watched our waistlines trim down as we grew in God’s grace.
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Our faith has been strengthened this past year as we watched with great anticipation the first steps of the
building of our new sanctuary. As the earth was prepared for building we waited; the steel arrived, the
building project was underway. God blessed us greatly when the campers came and began assisting
with the building. These people were indeed a blessing to the church and the community.
The year was not without some tragedy, as we lost the leader of the Big Bend District, Superintendent
Clarence Robinson and the leader of the western Florida Jurisdiction, Bishop Harvey Bryan. We
prayed for the families of these great men and prayed that God would send us leaders after His own heart.
By the spring the campers were nearing the end of their stay with SJC. They presented a puppet show
based on scripture and showing God’s love. On their last Sunday with us, Pastor McCloud presented them
with a plaque to show our appreciation. Our annual vacation bible school was again a success. Each
night over 100 participants came from the community and other areas to join in the study of the scripture.
The theme “Saddle Ridge Ranch,” driving home answers from James 1:5. We enjoyed a week of fun,
fellowship, and good food.
Sunshine Band, under the direction of Big Sister Sunshine Patricia Robinson worked through the year to
increase our little ones in the faith. We studied the great men and women of the Bible and made cookies
and ice cream. FAIM 2010 “Triumphant In Christ” was under the leadership of Bishop J. Macklin, Interim
Jurisdictional Bishop.
Continue on page 3.
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ELDER RONALD McCLOUD, Th.D.

Senior Pastor, St. John COGIC

The year 2010 has been very
exciting and filled with wonder.
Many challenges have faced our
personal families and the church
family. But, look at us, we are here,
we made it.
We have learned a little more about how to trust in God. When we look
back we understand that we didn't make it by ourselves, many people
showed up along the way.
Friends in this community have helped us in a mighty way. Churches have
stood with us, prayed for us, and shared with us in our struggle. Remember
the campers from Alabama, how can we forget the unselfish commitment
of about 60 people that gave two months of their time in helping us. Not
only that group but campers from North Carolina that helped us with
electrical. Florida campers also showed up, these were the two guys that
put the brick on the front of the church. Again, free of charge. God has
been so good to us.
We have seen the grace of God, and we should understand by now that
this supernatural power is definitely working for this Church. I believe in the
good people here at St. John. Somebody is praying, somebody is truly living
right, and God is pleased. I count it a blessing to be here around such good
people. Thank you for allowing me to take this journey with you. It's the
most amazing ride I've been on.
This year, I think we have all done some growing. The youth of this church
are so wonderful. They never cease to amaze me. The choir, TSSC, is
excellent. Maybe I am a little partial, but I actually believe that they are
the best around. I watch the growth of the youth department. We have
planners, idealists, actors, musicians, etc.. They are stretching out, growing
by Sis.
up
right Brandi
before our eyes. Even when one of them is going through
something, I notice that they are concerned and prayerful for one another.
Such a wonderful group of young people, we are proud. Many of them are
honor students and on the principal’s list. Thank you young people.

Youth Ar ticle

The year proves to be one filled with challenges. We will have it no other
way. The God that brought us, will carry us. We acknowledge Christ as
Lord all the way. What He has done, He will do, and Greater. Take that
thought with you as we journey in the year 2011.

Suggestion Box in Church Lobby
For anyone that’s afraid to make their voice heard, please feel free to make
suggestions, ideas, and comments that will make things better. No name
needed unless you want to. Thanks!
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As part of the building project we embarked on various
fundraising projects to aid the finances. The annual Fall
Festival, held on the new site, brought people from around
the area. Brother’s Keeper Groups came together and
showcased various wares and tasty treats. The youth also
enjoyed games and activities. Harvest Day, another
fundraiser, was successful as we exceeded our targeted
financial goal. Elder Joseph Davis blessed us with a rich word
of God during that service.
Elder Willie J. Matheney was appointed Bishop of the
Western Florida Jurisdiction. The District Women’s
Retreat was held in Tallahassee. The women of Big Bend
received training and great fellowship. We celebrated our
49th church anniversary chaired by Missionary Catherine
Kelly. The District Sunday school workshop, held at Watson
Temple, was both informative and spiritual. SJC Sunday
School staff attended the workshop. Pastor and First Lady
traveled to St Louis for the Holy Convocation. Our final
fundraiser for the year was “Gideon’s Army” featuring
Christmas around the world. God richly blessed SJC through
this activity.
As we bid farewell to 2010 we will never forget the
many wonders God did!!
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Mother Jaunce McCloud

First Lady, St. John COGIC

Encourage Yourself
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
The holidays are gone and the excitement of the new year is in the air. I am wishing
you a very prosperous, healthy, spiritual growth, closer relationship with God, much
love, great favor with God and man, happy New Year. During and after the holiday
season, many people become a member of the 3D Church. Do you have an
inquiring mind that wants to know what is the 3D Church?
In 1 Samuel 22:2, the scripture said that every one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that
was discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were with him about four
hundred men. These were people who were having a bad time or who owed a lot of money. They stayed with David, and
David became their leader. At some point and time we have all been members in one category or another, or is it
possible all categories. In 1 Samuel 30, David and these men plus 200 more returned home to Ziklag. Ziklag had been
attacked and burned; it was destroyed. And if that was not enough; all their wives, sons and daughters were taken
captive.
Could it get any worse? Not only have their crumb snatchers (children) gone but they also got the tight squeeze (wives).
Just a little humor, good for a merry heart. (Proverbs 17:22 ) To answer your question, Oh Yes it Can! Can! Can! and it does
get worse. David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to
weep. The 600 members of the 3D church were greatly distressed because the men were talking of stoning David; each
one was bitter in spirit because of his sons and daughters. It was bad enough that their wives and children were gone,
homes destroyed. Now the people that believed in David (people that weren’t wanted, had no place to go, his loyal right
hand men, men that followed his every command, men that risked their lives in battle, the men from 3D church) wanted
to kill David, their leader. But David encouraged himself in the Lord his God.
There are times we have to and must encourage ourselves in the Lord just as David did. We are to use God's word,
Bible verses, to encourage ourselves.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Psalm 34:19 A righteous man may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all.
Psalm 5:12 For surely, O LORD, you bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as with a shield.
Psalm 9:9 The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.
Psalm 42:5-6 Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise
him, my Savior and my God.
Proverbs 16:3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.
Isaiah 30:18 Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. For the LORD is a God of justice.
Blessed are all who wait for him!
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future.
Lamentations 3:25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him;
Habakkuk 3:19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the
heights.
Ephesians 3:20-21 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!
Amen.
Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.
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Some famous "Bible sayings" that are not found in
the Bible:

By Sis. Brandi Pringley

“What is hope?” Most people understand hope as wishful
thinking, as in "I hope something will happen.” Hope is
defined in the dictionary as: a feeling that what is wanted will
happen; desire accompanied by anticipation or expectation.
When referring to the Bible, I am speaking about hope we
have of salvation. "Hope" is in things not seen (Rom. 8:2425). But because of faith, our hope is accompanied by an
earnest expectation (Phil. 1:20). Our hope confidently rests
in God's promises, and doesn't flounder in the uncertainties
of mortal life. Therefore we rejoice in hope because of our
confident expectation of eternal life (Rom. 12:12).
Continued on page 6

"Spare the Rod, Spoil the Child"
This widely quoted saying does not appear in the Bible,
even though it is quoted often. The saying, however, isn't
exactly false, since it is derived from verses that say
essentially the same thing. For instance, the Bible does
say: "He who withholds his rod hates his son, [b]ut he
who loves him disciplines him diligently." (Proverbs
13:24)
People wrongly believe that this famous proverb is
contained in the Bible. The earliest record of this quote
is, in fact, from a sermon preached by John Wesley
(1703-1791). Wesley used the phrase in a way that
implied an earlier origin. Thus, the quote was probably
not original with Wesley.
"God Helps Those Who Help Themselves"
According to researcher George Barna, eight out of ten
Americans believe the saying "God helps those who help
themselves" is in the Bible. It is, in fact, nowhere in
Scripture, but was featured in Poor Richard's Almanac in
1757. The man who originated the famous quote was
none other than Benjamin Franklin.

Sis. Apryl Rittman—
St. John Youth’s Graduate Spotlight
Sis. Apryl Rittman graduated from Florida State University
Schools (“Florida High”) in 2008. Currently she attends
University of Central Florida with a major in social work
and a double minor in criminal justice and nonprofit
management. Her biggest dream is to become successful
and enjoy the life that God has for her. In college her
extracurricular activities include the African American
Student Union Club, Black Female Development Circle,
and the Spiritual Movement Ministry Dance Team at the
university church.
Recalling her youth days at St. John, Sis. Rittman enjoyed being a part of the youth department (dance team, youth
choir, praise team, youth usher). She was the one to call everyone for practice or little get-togethers. She enjoyed
when the youth had dance or choir practices and would just hang out at the church. She also enjoyed the trips St. John
went on. She states, “I love my St. John COGIC family, the only church family I ever know. I miss Mama Lena much.”
She advises that “being a college student is awesome and there is a lot of freedom and responsibility that comes with
it . . . However, you Do Not EVER want to forget where you come from and the Word of God that was planted in you
since you was a child. What I did was I found a church family here at college that is legit that will hold you accountable
for striving to live the way God has planned for you, with all the college temptation it gets hard and you need a church
family...Also, to get involved in the church and start reading your Bible daily . . .”
When asked about her family in church, she states: “Edith Rittman is my mother, Brandon Rittman -Brother, Thelma
Johnson is my grandmother aka Mema, Catherine Kelly- Aunt, Mary and Charlie Cook- Godparents...Love everyone
else honorary kin.”
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“Hope” continued from page 5.

Reasons to have hope.

St. John Youth

God is truly in control. God is God, therefore nothing
happens apart from His knowledge and permission.
There is an eternal life to come. Yet what we suffer now
is nothing compared to the Glory He will give us later.
God has not given up on you.
God loves you. Even the most unlovable person in the world
is actually loved so much by God, that He let His Son
die a terrible death to restore their relationship.
God hears your prayers. If sinful people know how to give
good Christmas gifts, how much more will your
heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask
Him?
You are facing the world alone. For God has said, I will
never fail you. I will never forsake you. That is why we
can say with confidence; The Lord is my helper, so I
will not be afraid.

Time after time, the Bible records hopeless situations that
ultimately ended in victory. Think of Job's sickness, Joseph’s
betrayal by his brothers, David's adultery, and the many who
were healed in mind, body, and spirit. But Joseph told them,
don't be afraid of me. Am I God, to judge and punish you?
As far as I am concerned, God turned into good what you
meant for evil.
Enough said, “we all can have a little HOPE.”

Cemetery Clean Up
Evangelist Shirley Price is requesting
prayers and able bodies to assist with
cemetery clean ups.
For more information, call 229-762-4518
C
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Friends and former members of St. John Church of God in Christ:
Mark your calendars for our fantastic 50th Church Anniversary!
The St. John Church of God in Christ has served the St. John community in Quincy, Fla. for nearly 50 years. In fact,
in March 2011, the church will be celebrating its 50th year anniversary of serving the community through the
WORD, Prayer, Praise and Worship. God is truly blessing us to do even more for the community. Perhaps you
were here and maybe even heard when our Late Bishop E. L. Sheppard saw the potential impact of this church
in the community. Under his leadership, we purchased property on Old Bainbridge Highway to help fulfill this
vision.
Currently, we are about 90% into the building process and with the grace of God we will move into the new
sanctuary around the time of the 50th anniversary.
Not only is this our Heritage, but many of you have grown with us, lived with us, worshipped and served right
here. This is a grand event for all of us and we want you to be a part.
Although you are not here with us, you can participate with us. Pastor McCloud and the St John Church
Family would like to extend to you an opportunity to participate and share with us on Saturday evening March 19,
2011, for our church anniversary banquet and Sunday, March 20, 2011 (prayerfully in the new sanctuary); for the
culmination of the Church's 50th Anniversary.
Many of you that have served here would like to participate in a mighty way. Please pray about being a tremendous financial
blessing to the church. We are asking you to prayerfully consider giving a tax deductible financial gift of $500
to $1,000 to help defray the unbudgeted construction expenses which have been incurred.
If by chance you can’t afford giving at that level, please participate in placing a congratulatory ad in our
souvenir booklet. The prices are $30 for 1/4 page, $60 for 1/2 page and $100 for a full page and include
photos if you wish to submit too. Those submitting at levels above the $100, please submit information along with your
check and we will automatically include a full page ad in the booklet. The deadline for ads is February 27.
If you can’t afford giving at those levels, then we definitely appreciate any contribution you may send us.
For additional information or information regarding the banquet, you may contact me at ckelly1587@comcast.net
or 850-510-7125 or sjcogic50@yahoo.com or 850-627-6130.
Send gifts to P.O. Box 568, Quincy, FL 32352.
Your continued support and prayers are highly appreciated.
Blessings,

Missionary Catherine Kelly
Sister Betty Barron
Anniversary Committee Chair/CoChair/Co-Chair

Congratulatory ads come in many sizes and shapes and say a variety of
•
things like:
• “In Memory of . . .”
• Wise words of wisdom •
• “Congratulations!”
• “In Loving Memory”
•
• “Many Blessings!”
• “Best wishes!”

“Happy Anniversary!”
“Love you St. John!”
“Keep up the Good
work!”
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We invite you to attend our weekly services. You will be truly blessed!
1st and 3rd
Sunday Services:
Pastoral Sunday at 11 a.m.
Evening Service at 6 p.m.

Sunday School:
Each week at 9:30 a.m.
Choir Rehearsals:
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

In Memorium-2010
Superintendent
Clarence Robinson

2nd Sunday Services:
Youth Sunday at 11 a.m.

Pastoral Teachings:
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

Bishop Harvey Bryan

4th Sunday Services:
Missionary Sunday at 11 a.m.

February 2011
Anniversary
Events

Sun

Mon

• Feb 13—Old Fashion/
Black History Day

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

Jurisdictional
Men's Retreat/
Orlando, FL

Jurisdictional
Men's Retreat/
Orlando, FL

Jurisdictional
Men's Retreat/
Orlando, FL

• Feb 18—First Mission
Christ Temple—Elder
Ash and Cathedral of
Praise-Elder Manning
• Feb 23—Honoring
the Memory of Bishop
Sheppard
• March 6—Founder’s
Day
• March 13—Honoring
Elder McCloud
• March 15—
Deliverance
Temple—Bishop Deas
• March 19—
Anniversary Banquet
at TCC

6

7

13
6:00 pm Youth
Dept. Drama
Presentation/
Triumph
Church of God

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

• March 19—Church
Dedication at 12
• March 20—Grand
Finale

Inaugural
Celebration
Banquet for
Bishop
Matheney

